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…for many researchers, the hot 
zone is no longer an 
impoverished village in the 
developing world. It is their 
hometowns.

Several scientists said the closest 
comparison to this moment 
might be the height of the AIDS 
epidemic in the 1990s, when 
scientists and doctors locked 
arms to combat the disease.



History repeats itself



History repeats itself





Lack of national COVID-19 data



COVID-19 Impact in Counties with Greater than Average 
Black Residents 

• 91% of disproportionately black counties 
are located in the southern US

• COVID-19 cases and deaths increased with 
proportion of blacks residents in counties

• Although only 22% of counties are >13% 
black, these counties accounted for
• 52% of national COVID-19 cases 
• 58% of national COVID-19 deaths

• Underlying conditions did not explain 
these disparities
o Health care access
o # people in shared housing
o Unemployment



Animation available at https://ehe.amfar.org/inequity

https://ehe.amfar.org/inequity








% in households with 1 
persons who cannot 
work remotely:

• 64.5% Latino adults

• 56.5% Black adults

• 46.6% White adults



COVID-19 Risk is Rising in the Latinx Community 
Since Economy Re-Opening



Figure 1: 7-Day Moving Average of New COVID-19 Cases per 100,000 by Percentage of Latinx 
Population in California, Florida, Texas, and Nation (March 1 – June 29, 2020)
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May 15: Many 
states begin to 
re-open

https://ehe.amfar.org COVID-19 diagnoses since reopening the US have disproportionately impacted Latinx communities

https://ehe.amfar.org/




COVID-19 & Economic Losses Impact on Black Communities



(Fairlie et al, May 2020)Stanford Institute for Economic Policy Research



COVID-19 and Residential Segregation 

(Millett et al, 2020)



COVID-19 Testing not Located in Black or Brown 
Communities



Rectifying COVID-19 (and other) Health Disparities



BLM Protests have not contributed to COVID-19 Cases



(Photo: Mario Tama; Artist: Pony Wave)

Greg Millett
Greg.Millett@amfAR.org

DASHBOARD
Race & COVID data

https://ehe.amfar.org/inequity/

mailto:Greg.Millett@amfAR.org
https://ehe.amfar.org/inequity/


Extra Slides



Administration policies that have contributed to the COVID-19 crisis

• Detention centers
• Undermining insurance access–

not extending enrollment for 
exchanges
• Opening economy too early
• Non-scientific school guidance
• Politicizing the science (refusing 

to wear masks or to social 
distance)





COVID-19 Concerns Differ By Race/ Ethnicity

(Pew Poll, June 2020) (Washington Post-Ipsos Poll, June 2020)



Urbanicity and COVID-19 Cases & Deaths in U.S. Counties with Greater than Average 
Black Residents

COVID-19 deaths
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